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September 8, 2008

DISCHARGE AND REFERRAL—H.R.
5057

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 5057 and that
the bill be referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

EXTENSION OF CERTAIN AUTHORI-
TIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
STATE

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Foreign
Relations Committee be discharged
from further consideration of H.R. 6456,
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 6456) to provide for extensions
of certain authorities of the Department of
State, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mrs. BOXER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read three times
and passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and that any
statements relating to this measure be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 6456) was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed.

——————

RESOLUTIONS DISCHARGED AND
THE CALENDAR

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged and the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions: S. Res. 647, S. Res. 649. I further
ask that the Senate then proceed to
Calendar No. 922, S. Res. 620, and Cal-
endar No. 923, S. Res. 622, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
resolutions en bloc.

Mrs. BOXER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to,
the preambles be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NATIONAL FETAL ALCOHOL SPEC-
TRUM DISORDERS AWARENESS
DAY

The resolution (S. Res. 647) desig-
nating September 9, 2008, as ‘‘National
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders
Awareness Day’’ was agreed to.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. REsS. 647

Whereas the term ‘‘fetal alcohol spectrum
disorders’ includes a broader range of condi-
tions and therefore has replaced the term
‘‘fetal alcohol syndrome’ as the umbrella
term describing the range of effects that can
occur in an individual whose mother drank
alcohol during pregnancy;

Whereas fetal alcohol spectrum disorders
are the leading cause of cognitive disability
in western civilization, including the United
States, and are 100 percent preventable;

Whereas fetal alcohol spectrum disorders
are a major cause of numerous social dis-
orders, including learning disabilities, school
failure, juvenile delinquency, homelessness,
unemployment, mental illness, and crime;

Whereas the incidence rate of fetal alcohol
syndrome is estimated at 1 out of 500 live
births and the incidence rate of fetal alcohol
spectrum disorders is estimated at 1 out of
every 100 live births;

Whereas, although the economic costs of
fetal alcohol spectrum disorders are difficult
to estimate, the cost of fetal alcohol syn-
drome alone in the United States was
$5,400,000,000 in 2003 and it is estimated that
each individual with fetal alcohol syndrome
will cost taxpayers of the United States be-
tween $1,500,000 and $3,000,000 in his or her
lifetime;

Whereas, in February 1999, a small group of
parents of children who suffer from fetal al-
cohol spectrum disorders came together with
the hope that in 1 magic moment the world
could be made aware of the devastating con-
sequences of alcohol consumption during
pregnancy;

Whereas the first International Fetal Alco-
hol Syndrome Awareness Day was observed
on September 9, 1999;

Whereas Bonnie Buxton of Toronto, Can-
ada, the co-founder of the first International
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Awareness Day,
asked “What if . .. a world full of FAS/E
[Fetal Alcohol Syndrome/Effect] parents all
got together on the ninth hour of the ninth
day of the ninth month of the year and asked
the world to remember that during the 9
months of pregnancy a woman should not
consume alcohol . . . would the rest of the
world listen?’’; and

Whereas on the ninth day of the ninth
month of each year since 1999, communities
around the world have observed Inter-
national Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Awareness
Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 9, 2008, as ‘‘Na-
tional Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders
Awareness Day’’; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States—

(A) to observe National Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorders Awareness Day with ap-
propriate ceremonies—

(i) to promote awareness of the effects of
prenatal exposure to alcohol;

(ii) to increase compassion for individuals
affected by prenatal exposure to alcohol;

(iii) to minimize further effects of prenatal
exposure to alcohol; and

(iv) to ensure healthier
across the United States; and

(B) to observe a moment of reflection on
the ninth hour of September 9, 2008, to re-
member that during the 9 months of preg-
nancy a woman should not consume alcohol.

————
NATIONAL ATTENTION DEFICIT
DISORDER AWARENESS DAY

The resolution (S. Res. 649) desig-
nating September 18, 2008, as ‘‘National

communities
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Attention Deficit Disorder Awareness
Day’’ was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 649

Whereas Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity
Disorder (also known as ADHD or ADD), is a
chronic neurobiological disorder that affects
both children and adults, and can signifi-
cantly interfere with the ability of an indi-
vidual to regulate activity level, inhibit be-
havior, and attend to tasks in develop-
mentally-appropriate ways;

Whereas ADHD can cause devastating con-
sequences, including failure in school and
the workplace, antisocial behavior, encoun-
ters with the criminal justice system, inter-
personal difficulties, and substance abuse;

Whereas ADHD, the most extensively stud-
ied mental disorder in children, affects an es-
timated 3 to 7 percent (4,000,000) of young
school-age children and an estimated 4 per-
cent (8,000,000) of adults across racial, ethnic,
and socio-economic lines;

Whereas scientific studies indicate that be-
tween 10 and 35 percent of children with
ADHD have a first-degree relative with past
or present ADHD, and that approximately %
of parents who had ADHD have a child with
the disorder, suggesting that ADHD runs in
families and inheritance is an important risk
factor;

Whereas despite the serious consequences
that can manifest in the family and life ex-
periences of an individual with ADHD, stud-
ies indicate that less than 85 percent of
adults with the disorder are diagnosed and
less than % of children and adults with the
disorder receive treatment and, furthermore,
poor and minority communities are particu-
larly underserved by ADHD resources;

Whereas the Surgeon General, the Amer-
ican Medical Association, the American Psy-
chiatric Association, the American Academy
of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, the
American Psychological Association, the
American Academy of Pediatrics, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, and
the National Institutes of Mental Health,
among others, recognize the need for proper
diagnosis, education, and treatment of
ADHD;

Whereas the lack of public knowledge and
understanding of the disorder play a signifi-
cant role in the overwhelming numbers of
undiagnosed and untreated cases of ADHD,
and the dissemination of inaccurate, mis-
leading information contributes as an obsta-
cle for diagnosis and treatment;

Whereas lack of knowledge combined with
issues of stigma have a particularly detri-
mental effect on the diagnosis and treatment
of the disorder;

Whereas there is a need for education of
health care professionals, employers, and
educators about the disorder and a need for
well-trained mental health professionals ca-
pable of conducting proper diagnosis and
treatment activities; and

Whereas studies by the National Institute
of Mental Health and others consistently re-
veal that through proper comprehensive di-
agnosis and treatment, the symptoms of
ADHD can be substantially decreased and
quality of life can be improved: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 18, 2008, as ‘‘Na-
tional Attention Deficit Disorder Awareness
Day’’;

(2) recognizes Attention Deficit/Hyper-
activity Disorder (ADHD) as a major public
health concern;

(3) encourages all Americans to find out
more about ADHD, support ADHD mental
health services, and seek the appropriate
treatment and support, if necessary;
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